
Hydrocarbons and the Petroleum Act 1998 

 

In the United Kingdom, the Petroleum Act 1998 primarily governs the exploration and production of 
petroleum, including hydrocarbons. However, it doesn't provide an exhaustive list of hydrocarbons. 
Instead, it defines petroleum broadly and regulates activities related to its exploration, exploitation, 
and production. 

Hydrocarbons commonly found in petroleum in the UK Continental Shelf include: 

1. Methane (CH4) 

2. Ethane (C2H6) 

3. Propane (C3H8) 

4. Butane (C4H10) 

5. Pentane (C5H12) 

6. Hexane (C6H14) 

7. Heptane (C7H16) 

8. Octane (C8H18) 

9. Nonane (C9H20) 

10. Decane (C10H22) 

11. Benzene (C6H6) 

12. Toluene (C7H8) 

13. Xylene (C8H10) 

14. Napthalene (C10H8) 

These hydrocarbons are typical components of petroleum found in the North Sea and other offshore 
areas under UK jurisdiction. The Petroleum Act 1998, along with associated regulations, oversees 
licensing, safety, environmental protection, and other aspects of petroleum exploration and 
production in the UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Storing Hydrocarbons at educational institutions 

For organizations like colleges or educational institutions in the UK that may store small amounts of 
hydrocarbons for educational or research purposes (such as laboratory experiments), there are still 
regulations and guidelines that need to be followed to ensure safety and compliance. Here are some 
considerations specific to such situations: 

1. Risk Assessment: Before storing hydrocarbons, colleges should conduct a thorough risk 
assessment to identify potential hazards associated with the storage, handling, and use of 
these substances. This assessment should consider factors such as quantity, flammability, 
toxicity, and storage conditions. 

2. Storage Containers: Hydrocarbons should be stored in appropriate containers specifically 
designed for their safe storage. These containers should be labelled clearly with the contents 
and any relevant safety information. 

3. Ventilation: Storage areas should be well-ventilated to prevent the buildup of flammable 
vapours. Proper ventilation helps reduce the risk of fire or explosion. 

4. Fire Safety: Colleges should have fire safety measures in place, including fire extinguishers, 
fire blankets, and appropriate firefighting equipment. Storage areas should be equipped with 
smoke detectors and fire alarms. 

5. Training and Education: Personnel responsible for handling or storing hydrocarbons should 
receive adequate training on the safe handling and storage procedures. This includes 
awareness of potential hazards, proper storage techniques, emergency response procedures, 
and the use of personal protective equipment (PPE). 

6. Spill Containment: Colleges should have spill containment measures in place to quickly and 
effectively respond to any spills or leaks that may occur during storage or handling. This may 
include absorbent materials, spill kits, and procedures for proper cleanup and disposal. 

7. Regulatory Compliance: Even for small quantities, colleges must comply with relevant health 
and safety regulations, such as the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) 
Regulations and the Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmospheres Regulations (DSEAR). 

8. Environmental Protection: Colleges should take measures to prevent environmental 
contamination in the event of spills or leaks. This includes proper containment, cleanup, and 
reporting procedures in accordance with environmental regulations. 

9. Regular Inspections and Maintenance: Storage areas and containers should be inspected 
regularly to ensure they are in good condition and free from defects that could compromise 
safety. Any maintenance or repairs should be carried out promptly. 

 

By following these guidelines and regulations, colleges can safely store small amounts of 
hydrocarbons for educational or research purposes while minimizing risks to students, staff, and the 
environment. 

 


